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I am sure many of you have seen the North Stoneham Park development growing 
significantly in recent months so thought it would be timely to update Council on the 
new community that is taking shape at North Stoneham Park. 

To date circular of 290 homes have been completed. Of these 150 are affordable, a 
split of 62 for rent and 88 shared ownership; 65 Market Rent and the other 71 being 
for private sale. This means to date approximately 55% of the homes at North 
Stoneham Park are affordable homes.  There are no rental voids to date and out of 
the 15 share ownership homes that are currently unsold 10 are reserved. 
There is a contract to build a further 651 homes on the site. Further plots nearing 
handover/available for purchase = minimum of 60 with a further 50+ being completed 
by the end of March And a further 47 to commence soon. 
(Note: numbers may not tally 100% as they are constantly changing by the odd few) 

In addition, the local centre is in progress that will deliver a further 26 flats, shops, a 
Community building and a new school. Regarding the Community building this is due 
for building completion at the end of November 2020 so with fit out would likely be 
open in early 2021. The retail units will be later in 2021 but the school is due to open 
by September 2020. This is being managed by Hampshire County Council (HCC).
 
Plans have been submitted to Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) and Test Valley 
Borough Council (TVBC) for a new “Landmark” building in the form of a care village 
to include a care home. This will also incorporate the renovation and restoration of a 
number of old historic buildings in and around the old walled garden and the walled 
garden itself.  

In addition to the “bricks and mortar” there is the public open space which is now 
open to the residents of the community and anyone else that wishes to enjoy the 
walk from The Shrine through to St Nicholas Church. All the fencing has been 
removed allowing open access. The new play area is due for installation by the end 
of March but given the winters inclement weather I suspect this may be delayed as 
conditions may be a bit wet at the moment! 

An interesting observation from someone who drives along Stoneham Lane to work 
is the reduction in flooding along Stoneham Lane. In previous years with the amount 
of rain we have had Stoneham Lane would have flooded and potentially been closed 
a number of times. The Suds on site have done their job and provide increased and 
valuable wildlife habitat. On the Suds up by Stevens Road there are a few resident 
ducks that last year produced a brood of ducklings. 

It would appear that there have been differing comments about the opening of 
Highwood Avenue, the road that runs through the site. Initially it was suggested it 
would be open in the next month or so but the latest is it will be the end of the year. 
Once it is open though, a new bus route, linking Eastleigh Town Centre with 
Southampton, will be provided through the area to encourage people to use public 
transport. The service has been enhanced using developer contributions to provide a 
more frequent evening service.



Another road improvement of significance is the new footpath giving a safe walking 
route for the first time from the bottom of Highwood Avenue passed Eastleigh 
Football Club and into Southampton. 

Finally, I need to mention the fantastic sports provision that has been provided as 
part of this Whole scheme. There is obviously the £8.5M build of the Monks Brook 
Football Hub off Stoneham Lane just past the M3 underpass. This fantastic facility is 
a Regional quality football hub and was possible due to partnership working with the 
Football Foundation, the charitable arm of the Football Association (FA), Sports 
England, EBC and Highwood. It is one of only a handful of such sites currently in the 
country, so is a real coup for Eastleigh. 

The 4G pitches on site have enabled over 400 football matches to be played that 
would have otherwise been cancelled this winter due to the weather. There are also 
the training sessions on top of the matches that would also have been cancelled. On 
the West side, where the large car park is, there are several grass pitches that are 
still maturing but these will be ready for the next football season. 

Perhaps less well known about though is the new Cricket pavilion at the Hardmoor 
Sports ground, up by Trojans, and the indoor Archery range. This is now in use by 
the Archery club, one of the biggest in the country, and ready for the forth coming 
cricket season.  

This whole development shows what can be done with vision, ambition and good 
management and shows beyond doubt that this council does not just “build houses” 
but creates new communities and provides the necessary infrastructure to go with it.    


